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 Depends on your (1) source variable type, your (2) data values and your (3) final variable 
type (character vs. numeric). 

 Rule 1: Use PUT() function with format to convert character/numeric variables/values to 
character variables. 

 Rule 2: Use  INPUT() function with informat to convert character variables/values to 
character/numeric variables.   

 
Function Call 

 
Raw 
Type 

 
Raw Value 

 
Returned 

Type 

 
Returned Value 

PUT(name, $10.);    

 

char, 
char 

format 

‘Richard’ char always ‘Richard   ’ 

PUT(age, 4.);           

 

num, num 
format 

30 char always ‘  30’ 

PUT(name,              
$nickname.); 
User Defined Format  

char, 
char 

format 

‘Richard’ char always ‘Rick’ 

INPUT(agechar, 4.);  

 

char 
always 

‘30’ num, num 
informat 

30 

INPUT(agechar, $4.); char 
always 

‘30’ char, char 
informat 

‘  30’ 

INPUT(cost,comma7.); char ‘100,541’ num, num 100541 
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always informat 
 


